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SUBJECT: SPANISH UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE COMMENTS ON 
FARMER DEMONSTRATIONS 

REF: MADRID 1655 

1 . THE AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE AND THE ASSISTANT AGRI- 
CULTURAL ATTACHE ATTENDED A LUNCHEON WITH THE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, MR. JAIME LAMO DE ESPINOSA, 

ON MONDAY, MARCH 7. ALSO IN ATTENDANCE WERE THE 
AGRICULTURAL ATTACHES FROM THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY, BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS AND DENMARK AND THREE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIALS, MESSRS. GUILLERMO 
ESCARDO, RAFAEL CAVESTANY AND FRANCISCO BOTELLA. 

2. THE UNDERSECRETARY, WHO WAS THE HOST, SUGGESTED 
SIMILAR FUTURE LUNCHEONS TO PROVIDE A CONTINUING 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE MINISTRY AND RESIDENT AGRI- 
CULTURAL ATTACHES. THE LUNCHEON ALSO PROVIDED THE 
UNDER SECRETARY AND STAFF MEMBERS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO PRESENT THEIR OPINIONS REGARDING RECENT FARMERS' 
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DEMONSTRATIONS. 

3. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION ON THE SPONTANEITY OF THE 
DEMONSTRATIONS, THE UNDER SECRETARY REPLIED THAT 
FARMERS, RESTLESS OVER THE ABNORMALLY WET WEATHER AND 
UNABLE TO GET INTO THE FIELDS, SEIZED UPON THE LOCALIZED 
POTATO DISPUTE AND OTHER PROBLEMS AS A VENT FOR THEIR 
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EMOTIONS AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO PLACE THEIR GRIEVANCES 
IN THE PUBLIC FORUM. THE TRACTOR DRIVE-IN WAS THE 
RESULT. HE ALSO SAID THAT MOST OF THE FARMERS HAD NOW 
REMOVED THEIR TRACTORS FROM THE ROADS AND WERE TAKING 
ADVANTAGE OF THE RECENT GOOD WEATHER TO WORK THE FIELDS. 
THE RECENT GOOD WEATHER OBVIOUSLY WAS A BLESSING TO THE 
GOVERNMENT AND A STRONG FACTOR IN THE RETURN TO WORK 
MOVEMENT. NEVERTHELESS, SEVERAL ISOLATED DISTURBANCES 
CONTINUED DURING THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF THIS WEEK. DAIRY- 
MEN IN THE POLA DE SIERO AREA, ASTURIAS. PROTESTED THE 
PRICE OF MILK AND TOMATO GROWERS IN BADAJOZ HAVE REFUSED 
TO ACCEPT PRICES OFFERED BY CANNERS. 

4. THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE RIGHT TO 
EXPRESS GRIEVANCES AND TO FORM FARMER ASSOCIATIONS 
WERE PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF THE UNREST. THE UNDER 
SECRETARY SAID THAT THE MINISTRY RECOGNIZES THE 
IMPORTANCE OF A NEW APPROACH TO FARM ORGANIZATIONS 
AND THAT THIS WILL COME WITH DEMOCRATIC REFORM. 

HE SAID THAT DESPITE ALL THE FOREGOING, THE QUESTION 
OF DISPARITY IN FARMERS' SHARE OF THE NATIONAL WEALTH 
POSES SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES. "SPAIN CANNOT BE COMPARED 
WITH THE UNITED STATES OR NORTHERN EUROPE BECAUSE 
THERE ARE MANY STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES, WHICH SIMPLY 
CANNOT BE RESOLVED IN THE SHORT RUN." INDEED LAST 
WEEK, THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE PUBLICLY STATED THAT 
HE SYMPATHIZED WITH MANY OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE 
FARMERS, BUT THAT THERE WAS LITTLE THAT HE COULD DO 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO RECTIFY THEM. EATON 
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